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Bioregionalism begins from the 
understanding that human beings are social 
animals; if we are to survive as a species 
we need healthy relationships and secure, 
“rooted” attachments with one another and 
with the land, waters, habitat, plants and 
animals upon which we depend. Bioregional 
policy and planning is guided by a place-
based ethics rooted in the land, 
ecosystems, and urban-rural 
interdependencies of a particular territory. 

















Rooted Community-University Relationships in the Bioregional Imaginary

Rootedness exists when an 
individual or collective being 
experiences a sense of belonging 
and attachment to a particular 
place that stems from attributes of, 
and vested interests in,  the place 
itself.

(a) Research universities and civil 
society not engaged in 
bioregional problem solving.

(b) Civil society engaged in 
bioregional problem solving, 
without systemic research 
university participation.

(c) Research universities and civil 
society jointly engaged in local 
and bioregional problem solving. 
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Transitioning 21st Century Universities 
From Civically Engaged to Rooted
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The Rooted University is a university that has aligned a significant amount of its theory-building and practices in 
education, research and community engagement to challenges emerging out of the bioregion (lifeplace) of which 
it is part. This entails an intentional democratization of science, technology, education and training in glocally-
minded, place-based ways that foster equity, sustainability and resilience in the coupling of human and natural 
systems for the common good. .



BIOREGIONAL GATEWAY 
Creating a transboundary data-knowledge commons for convergence research 

and  community science to better understand and improve urban-rural resilience

Solid Terrain Model  (Bioregional Center’s territorial focus based on Ancestral Kumeyaay Tribal Lands)

Enabling data 
integration, 
sustainability asset 
mapping and geospatial 
analysis focused on  the 
urban-rural continuum 
in transboundary city-
regions including 
working lands and 
natural spaces.
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Urban-Rural Resilience: A Bioregional Perspective of the
14 Transboundary City-Regions Spanning the US-Mexico Border  


