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California Wildfire Smoke Reaches Europe 

Organic matter aerosol optical depth analysis, showing smoke transport: 
Aug. 15  through Sept. 14, 2020. 

(Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service, ECMWF, 2020)Photo: Colorado State University/CIRA/RAMMB
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Key Impacts from Wildfire 

to Undocumented Migrants

• Language Access

• Workers Health and Safety/Rights

• Immigration Status, Disaster Aid, and 

Unemployment Insurance

• Housing/Transportation



• Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) from wildfire 

smoke is more harmful than car exhaust 

(Aguilera et al., 2021). 

• Annual mean PM2.5 has increased as a 

result of extreme wildfire events, which are 

now the main source of exceedances    

(Liang et al., 2021). 

• The harm to farmworkers may be greater 

than previously thought; further research and 

new policies are needed                     

(Méndez et al., 2020). 

Credit: MICOP  (2017)



“We all got sick. Our throats closed in from breathing too much smoke and 

our kids couldn't go to school. We had to buy masks and medicine for our 

throats and some goggles because my eyes were irritated when I worked.” 

--F.C.P., Indigenous Farmworker

*Black Saliva

“I could not get to the homes where I worked because the streets were closed. 

Two of the homes I worked at were destroyed. One of my good friends was lost 

during the disaster. He had only been living in area for 3 weeks before he died.     

I myself am a cancer survivor and am the only one who provides for the family.”

--SZ, Landscaper

*Syndemic and existing health disparities



Credit: MICOP  (2017)



Pajaro, CA   March 12, 2023

Ventura, CA   March 12, 1928
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